
	
  

	
  

Music for Primary 

“Monkey and Turtle” 
Michelle Rollins, Waverley College Junior School 

Orff Principles and Techniques Used: 
ECHO,	
  SINGING,	
  MOVEMENT,	
  OSTINATO	
  AND	
  COMPOSITION.	
  
 
Song: "Monkey and Turtle" (Monkey and Tortle) is a traditional Children's song from the Torres Strait Islands.  
 
Text:  
Traditional 
Monkey and tortle, them two go 
Them to find, e, one banana. 
Monkey speak for tortle, "You stop ya! 
 
I go knock your banana for youme e." 
Boss he come a-shoote them two. 
Them two fall down belli up e. 
Mutta bulli fly, fly, fly, fly, fly, fly, fly, bulli e. 

 
The monkey and turtle went 
to find some bananas. 
The monkey said to the turtle, "You wait 
here! 
I'll go get some bananas for us." 
The boss came and shot them both 
They both fell down belly up. 
The flies buzz around. 

 
Resources: Two different versions of this song can be found in "Children's Songs of the Torres Strait Islands" 
collected, transcribed and edited by Frank A. York, Owen Martin Publications. This wonderful collection of 
children's songs includes recordings and reproducible scores for educational purposes. This resource also 
includes some analysis of the songs and curriculum Ideas. Stephen Leek has also used this traditional song as 
the first of his three "Island Songs" Morton Music 1994. 
 
Background: This lighthearted song has a strong moral message. Although there are many variations, the 
basic story remains the same. The banana loving monkey thief and his accomplice the turtle always finish "belli 
up"! The first version of this song comes from Moa Island. It has a fast, light Calypso feel and the highly 
syncopated melody can be tricky. It is based on "do" pentatonic and has a small vocal range. The second 
version comes from Yorke Island (and is also used by Stephen leek). The traditional scoring is based on a 
dotted rhythmic pattern whereas Leek represents the melody using straight crotchets and quavers. The vocal 
range is also larger stretching to a 9th. I have based my lesson on the Yorke Island version. 
 
Lesson Ideas:  
1. I like to start any lesson that deals with music of another culture by looking at a map and placing it in a 
geographical context. In particular, look at Moa and Yorke islands as part of the larger group. Discuss with the 



	
  

	
  

students what they might expect the music to sound like e.g. instruments used and melodic style. 
2. As this resource contains two different versions of the song there is a great opportunity to compare and 
contrast e.g. rhythm, word stresses and vocal range. 
3. After listening to the Yorke island version, learn the song through echo. Have the students identify the 
rhythmic and melodic patterns which define the structure of the song. 
4. Introduce ostinati patterns to accompany the song. I like to have ostinati patterns that represent the 
characters of the song (monkey, turtle and flies). These can be composed by the students by using rhythmic 
arrangements of their character name or sound.  
Examples: 

 

 

	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  

5. Transfer ostinati to percussion instruments. Where possible use traditional instruments such as tapping sticks 
or shell rattles to maintain the island character of the song. 
6. This song lends itself to traditional, stylized movements. Dances from the Torres Strait Islands are usually 
fairly stationary with the feet used mostly (walking on the spot) to keep the beat. Have each group create a 
movement to match their character and the composed ostinato. 
7. The song can now be performed with various combinations of ostinati (both vocal and percussion) and 
movements. 
 



	
  

	
  

Follow up: Use the resource "Children's Songs of the Torres Strait Islands" to Introduce other music from the 
area. Taba Naba is a well known song from the region. A popular recording of this traditional song can be found 
on "It's a Wiggly, Wiggly World!" (Sound recording 2000) Track 7 featuring The Wiggles and Christina Anu. 
 
All resources used in this lesson can be purchased through Music Australia (www.musicaustralia.org)   


